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The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15, Luke 11:1-13)
Main Point:  God wants us to spend time with Him in prayer.
Key Verse: Jesus often went away to be by Himself and pray. – Luke 5:16
Materials: Letter beads (P,K,N,F,G) for each student, elastic chord for each student (Optional: cell phone); Optional for older students: “My Prayer” sheet for each student
Personal Connection:

· Leader, if you have your cell phone, hold it up and Ask: Who knows what this is? Right. It’s my cell phone. If you don’t have a cell phone with you, Ask: How many of your parents have a cell phone? Ask: Why is a cell phone a good thing? Because you can talk to someone no matter where you are. I can call my husband/wife, my parents, or my friends at any time. Cell phones are great, but sometimes the battery runs low, and sometimes it can’t get a good connection. Did you know there is an even better way to talk with the Maker of the universe? What is that communication called? Prayer! Prayer is talking to God and listening to God. The Lord LOVES to spend time with us in prayer!

Hands on Application:
· Ask: Who can look up and read Luke 5:16? Have volunteer read verse. Say: This is just one of the many verses that tells us that Jesus loved talking with His heavenly Dad. Jesus wants you and I to have the same joy that He had in prayer. So in Matthew 6, Jesus gave us a perfect example of how to pray to our heavenly Dad. In Jesus’ example, He gave Praise, prayed for the Kingdom, asked for His Needs, Forgave others, and asked for more Grace. Write these 5 words on the board. We’re going to make a prayer bracelet so we can remember these 5 parts of prayer. As we put the bracelets together, I’ll give an example of what I might say for that part. Give each student a piece of elastic. Have each child put on the letter as you give examples of what you might pray. Feel free to use examples from your own life!
· P is for Praise: Lord, You are awesome! Thank you for making the different seasons. I love feeling the cool crisp air in my face when I step outside! And thank you for my cozy warm house.
· K is for Kingdom: Lord, I would love for my brother to know You and enter Your kingdom. Help me to show him how much You love him.
· N is for Needs: I have a very busy week coming up. Please help me to rest today so I can start the week full of energy.
· F is for Forgiveness: I was short with my children this morning when we were getting ready for church. Please forgive me. And please help me to forgive my sister.
· G is for Grace: And Lord, give me grace so I won’t sin today. Please help me to have kind and gentle answers for my family all day today. Tie the ends together to make a bracelet. (If boys don’t want a bracelet, they can make a bookmark by leaving the elastic straight – simply tie a knot in each end to keep the beads on.)
Group Discussion:

· Optional for older kids, if time allows, Say: Now let’s make it personal. Write your own prayer using Jesus’ example in Matthew 6:9-15 to help you. Hand each child the “My Prayer” sheet to fill in with their own thoughts. 

· For younger kids, chose a child, point to a letter on their bracelet, and ask what he or she might pray for that letter. Take turns with other students.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Thank the Lord that He loves to hear from us and speak to us. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
My Prayer 

Based on the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 6:9-15

Praise:

Kingdom:

Needs: 

Forgiveness: 

Grace:
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